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1.

About ICPAR
1.1.

Vision of ICPAR

A Strong, Relevant and Sustainable Profession

1.2.

Mission of ICPAR

“To build a strong and engaged professional accountancy organization
that anticipates stakeholder expectations and acts in the public interest”.

1.3.

Core Values of ICPAR
Integrity
Public Interest
Professionalism
Innovation

2.

Introduction
The ICPAR Exemption Policy (IEP) shall enable the institute to
award exemptions for a specific level or examination paper(s) to
graduates or students of an educational programme following a
full assessment of the programme’s syllabus and assessments.
ICPAR’s exemptions shall not be automatic; a student will
be required to formally apply for the exemptions using the
procedures laid out in this policy and other requirements that shall
be determined by ICPAR.
On formal application for an exemption by the student, ICPAR may
appropriately grant a student exemption(s) from a level/stage(s) or
specified examination paper(s) of the ICPAR’s qualifications. The
following qualifications are eligible for exemptions:
Diplomas
University degrees
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Postgraduate qualifications
Professional qualifications.
The degree or a certificate obtained from an education institution
outside of Rwanda must be accredited by the Higher Education
Council or any other institution assigned to do such duties.
A student granted exemptions from an ICPAR examination shall be
exempt from both the relevant course and the examination of the paper
he/she is exempted from. ICPAR exemptions shall be available to the
following:
·

A graduate with a qualification listed in the database of ICPAR
accredited education programmes.

·

A graduate of a degree programme that is related to the ICPAR
syllabus.

·

A graduate of the Certified Accounting Technician (CAT)
qualification of ICPAR.

·

A holder of postgraduate degree.

·

A person studying or have completed a relevant qualification
with another professional body.

·

A person with adequate working experience through the
recognition of prior learning (RPL)/mature age-entry route.
Such a candidate will be required to submit a RPL/mature ageentry certificate or evidence for the prior learning undertaken.
In such a case ICPAR may administer a Competence		
Assessment (CA).

In addition, ICPAR may provide exemptions to students who
have completed or are studying for qualifications delivered at
educational institutions that have been franchised or validated
by another recognised institution or examining boards working
in collaboration with ICPAR, subject to satisfactory articulation
arrangements.
A student shall not be granted an exemption for an ICPAR qualification
paper or level/stage which that student has already sat for. However
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a student can sit an examination of a separate paper while his/her
exemption application is under process by ICPAR. Application fees for
rejected exemption applications shall not be refunded by ICPAR.
There are several routes to ICPAR membership and ICPAR
acknowledges that many students undertake prior learning which
is equivalent to ICPAR examinations. Where appropriate, ICPAR
shall ensure that students’ entry points match the knowledge and
skills they have acquired from their previous qualifications and in
doing so, ICPAR shall aim to provide students with the quickest
possible route to the ICPAR membership. The ICPAR Exemption
Policy is primarily intended as a source of guidance and procedures
for ICPAR to grant exemptions to students who may apply for
examination exemptions.
In addition, through the IEP, ICPAR shall be able to accredit
programmes conducted by eligible educational institutions
operating in and outside the Republic of Rwanda. The IEP
will provide guidance to institutions providing or wishing to
provide educational programmes whose qualifications meet the
requirements for a student’s exemptions for specific examinations
in the ICPAR qualifications.
The IEP may also provide useful information for other parties,
such as other profession qualification bodies, universities and
higher institutions of learning in and outside Rwanda, and anyone
with an interest in ICPAR’s exemption guidelines to review the
qualification programs in light of their students transitioning to the
ICPAR qualifications taking account of the minimum requirements
for the ICPAR exemptions.
The ICPAR Exemption Policy ensures that students registering
with ICPAR will receive a level of exemption which matches the
knowledge and skills gained from their previous qualifications.
Graduates from universities and higher learning institutions will be
empowered with information and knowledge of module choices
which will lead to maximum exemption from ICPAR’s examinations,
and will be assured of receiving the appropriate level of exemption
(s) immediately upon registration with ICPAR.
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3.

Principles Governing ICPAR’S 		
Exemptions Approval
An exemption will only be awarded when ICPAR is completely
satisfied that it matches a student’s prior learning and will
ensure that the student has an equivalent level of knowledge to
students who have completed the same examination of the ICPAR
Qualification.
The key points that will guide ICPAR in the process of granting
exemptions include (but are not limited to) the following:
1. Exemption is only awarded on the basis of qualifications
equivalent to the relevant paper and/or level/stage of ICPAR’s
qualification.
2. Exemption is only awarded on the basis of qualifications
which contain relevant content to examinations for ICPAR
Qualification. Exemptions shall only be granted for papers in
the ICPAR qualifications on a like for like basis requiring at least
70% syllabus similarity with an equivalent paper from a prior
qualification.
3. Special exemptions to applications through the RPL/matureentry route shall be based on
a. work experience in the relevant field supported by a letter(s)
of recommendation from the employer in the period of five
(5) years to the date of application for the ICPAR exemption;
b. The applicant must be a holder of RPL/ mature-age entry
certificate from a recognized institution or appropriate
evidence to that effect;
c. The holder must pass the ICPAR Competence (CA)
Assessment before the exemption is granted.
4. To preserve the ownership of the ICPAR Qualification and ensure
that all students share a common experience, no exemptions
shall be awarded for CPA(R) papers at the Advanced level
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except to candidates who have passed equivalent paper(s),
full members or fellows of other recognized professional
accountancy bodies.
5. Exemptions shall not be awarded to a student and/or education
institution on the basis of the exemptions awarded by other
professional bodies. ICPAR may, however, award exemptions
based upon the qualification that gave rise to the exemptions.
For example If a student’s ACCA transcript shows that he/she
was exempt from some modules based on a relevant degree,
ICPAR may award its exemption based on the same degree.
6. This policy is meant for all students (new and existing). For
existing students to be eligible for exemptions, you must have
never registered or attempted the requested exemption.

4.

Exemption of Programs conducted
by other education institutions
In addition to other requirements mentioned in this policy, the
requirements below shall be used in the exemptions approval
process when assessing applications from education institutions
seeking accreditation of their education programs and/or specific
students from education institutions whose programs satisfy the
minimum requirements for the ICPAR exemptions.

4.1.

Syllabus coverage

As a member body of IFAC (the International Federation of
Accountants), ICPAR is required to meet specific benchmarks in
the preparation and continual development of professional
accountants in and outside Rwanda.
ICPAR is required to comply with IFAC’s International Education
Standards, which include provisions for entry requirements,
programme content and assessment methods. ICPAR must ensure
that accreditation is awarded only to programmes whose syllabus
and assessments are closely matched to ICPAR’s.

10

EXEMPTION
P

O

L

I

C

Y

FEBRUARY
2020

In order to assess for exemption from the ICPAR Qualification,
ICPAR shall review the syllabus content and assessment methods
for each module that contains relevance to any examination within
the ICPAR qualifications.
Where exemption is to be awarded on the basis of an individual
module, that module will normally be dedicated to the subject
area of one ICPAR examination.
Where an individual module addresses topics from a combination
of ICPAR examinations, exemption from multiple exams will be
considered providing the subject areas of the ICPAR examinations
being considered are also addressed in additional modules, and
the module combination meets the syllabus and assessment
requirements for those ICPAR examinations.

4.2.

Assessment of programs offered by education
institutions

The assessments for any individual module or group of modules
being considered towards exemption from a particular ICPAR
exam will be reviewed to ensure that:
The balance of practice and theory is appropriate to the ICPAR
examination being considered.
The assessment method and question papers (where deemed
necessary are comparable to the ICPAR exam being considered.
The significant areas of the syllabus and all core ICPAR 		
examination topic areas are covered
The structure of the examination and any other relevant 		
assessment method does not allow core ICPAR examination
topic areas to be avoided.
If a candidate possesses a transcript and certificate that are
in a language other than English, it must be accompanied by
an official English translation to facilitate timely processing of
his or her application.
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4.3.

Assessment of examinations offered by 		
education institutions

Exemption from individual ICPAR examinations shall only be
considered on the basis of modules which are assessed by
means of final examination and not tests or mocks or mid-term
examinations.

5.

Assessments of education modules
based on National laws, accounting
and auditing standards
In order to develop professional accountants for Rwanda, ICPAR
shall restrict its scope and exemptions with consideration of local
laws and procedures as applied in Rwanda. Exemptions shall only
be granted to students and/or education programs that cover at
least 70% of the same laws and procedures under the taxation,
other law examinations, accounting and auditing standards
offered in the ICPAR qualifications.
The applicable accounting standards adopted within the
ICPAR qualification shall be restricted to the publications by the
International Accounting Standards Board (IASB), the International
Public Sector Accounting Standards Board (IPSASB); International
Ethics Standards Board for Accountants (IESBA); International
Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI) and the
International Auditing and Assurance Standards Board (IAASB).
Where an education program/module applies a legal framework
similar to Rwanda, ICPAR shall assess individual modules for
exemption from the examinations of Law and Taxation against the
syllabus of the relevant ICPAR examinations.
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6.

Exemptions for holders of diploma
qualifications recognised in 		
Rwanda and other countries
Holders of diploma qualifications offered by recognized TVET schools,
Polytechnics and higher learning institutions and other approved
diploma granting institutions in Rwanda and other countries will be
eligible for exemptions in certain papers in the ICPAR qualifications to
the extent of:
CAT stage one and two; and/or
CPA (Foundation level) to a maximum of four papers.
The exemptions granted shall be based on the area of student’s
specialization in the respective diploma qualification.

Table 1: Exemptions for holders of diploma qualifications offered by
recognised institutions in and outside Rwanda
EXEMPTIONS
QUALIFICATIONS CPA (R)
i. Diploma in
Accountancy
ii. Diploma in
Banking and
Finance
iii. Diploma in
Business
Administration

CAT (R)

Foundation Level 1

Stage 1

F1.2 Introduction to Law

Foundation Level 2:

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions
S1.2 Principles of
costing
S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance
Stage 2

F2.2 Economics and business
environment

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management, Ethics
and Entrepreneurship

NB: Exemptions in the Introduction
S2.2 Managing costs
to Law will only be considered
and cash flows.
if an applicant has covered an
equivalent paper or a paper with a
bias in Law practice of Rwanda.
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EXEMPTIONS
QUALIFICATIONS CPA (R)

CAT (R)

iv. Diploma in
Foundation Level 1:
Management – F1.2 Introduction to Law
Purchasing and
Supplies

Stage 1

v. Diploma
in Human
Resources
Management

F1.4 Business Management, Ethics
and Entrepreneurship

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions
S1.2 Principles of
costing

Foundation Level 2:

S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance
Stage 2

F2.2 Economics and business
environment

S2.2 Managing costs
and cash flows.

NB: Exemptions in the Introduction
to Law will only be considered
if an applicant has covered an
equivalent paper or a paper with a
bias in Law practice of Rwanda.

NB: Additional Diplomas will be incorporated as applications for exemptions are
received from students

7.

Exemptions for holders of various
university degrees
Exemptions will be granted to holders of undergraduate and
postgraduate degrees from recognized universities based in Rwanda
or outside Rwanda who have sat and passed units considered to be
equivalent to those under the respective professional qualifications of
ICPAR.
For certain foreign universities, the graduates may be required to obtain
a written confirmation on recognition of their universities in Rwanda from
the Higher Education Council (HEC) in Rwanda.
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In granting exemptions, priority will be accorded to the units covered in
undergraduate and/or post graduate degree programmes.
University graduates whose degree certificates and transcripts are in a
language other than English will be required to include certified copies
of the degree certificates and transcripts together with an official English
translation for those that are in other languages.
University graduates are further required to note the following:
i.

Those who have only attempted introductory papers in their
undergraduate or postgraduate degree programmes, such
as Introduction to Financial Accounting or Introduction to
Economics will not automatically qualify for exemptions in the
respective papers in the professional examinations of ICPAR. To
qualify for an exemption in the Economics paper, for instance,
a graduate must demonstrate that he has sufficiently covered
micro and macro-economics.

ii. University graduates will be eligible for exemptions in CAT (R)
or CPA (R) Foundation level examinations based on equivalent
units undertaken at undergraduate or postgraduate degrees,
except that for the under mentioned papers, exemptions will
only be considered based on the conditions specified below:
Table 2: Conditions for exemptions in management accounting, law
and taxation
Paper

Examination

Qualifying degrees

Management
Accounting

CPA & CAT

·

Holders of undergraduate business
degrees with specialization in
accounting.

·

Holders of undergraduate business
degrees with specialization in
either finance/micro finance must
demonstrate that they undertook an
equivalent unit before consideration for
exemption in the paper.
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Paper

Examination

Taxation

CPA & CAT

Company Law CPA (R)

Qualifying degrees
Holders of undergraduate business
degrees with specialization in either
accounting/finance. No exemption
will be granted in the paper where
the student studied Taxation law of
a country other than Rwanda or if a
student pursued a unit with only a
Taxation component.
·

Holders of Bachelor of Laws (LLB)
degree from universities based within
the East African region.

·

Holders of LLB degrees from outside the
EA region and have been admitted as
advocates of the High Court of Rwanda.

(i) Graduates of universities based in non-commonwealth member
countries will not be exempted in the Introduction to Law paper in
CPA(R) Foundation Level One (Paper F1.2).
(ii) No exemptions shall be granted in the Advanced Level of the
professional examinations of CPA (R) except to graduates of other
professional qualifications in equivalent papers.
The detailed list of exemptions for various categories of university degrees is
provided under Table 4 of this policy. This list will be updated from time to time.
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Table 3: Possible exemptions for holders of various University degrees
(obtained from within and outside Rwanda)
EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

(i) Bachelor of
Commerce/
Business
Management
(Accounting
option)

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.1 Business Mathematics and
Quantitative Methods

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions

F1.2 Introduction to Law (subject
to conditions set below)

S1.2 Principles of
costing

F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship

S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:

Stage 2

F2.1 Management Accounting

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F2.2 Economics and the Business
Environment

S2.2 Managing costs
and cash flows.

F2.3 Information Systems
F2.4 Taxation (subject to
conditions set below)
Intermediate Level
I1.4 Auditing
NB: Exemptions in the
Introduction to Law and the
Taxation paper will only be
considered if an applicant
has covered an equivalent
paper or a paper with a
bias in taxation practice of
Rwanda.
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EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

ii. Bachelor of
Commerce/
Business
Management
(Finance Option
and MicroFinance Option)

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.1 Business Mathematics and
Quantitative Methods

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions

F1.2 Introduction to Law (subject
to conditions set below)

S1.2 Principles of
costing

F1.3 Financial Accounting

S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

iii. Bachelor
of Science
(International
Business
Administration)
– Finance
Concentration/
Major

F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship
Foundation Level 2:

Stage 2

F2.2 Economics and the Business
Environment

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F2.3 Information Systems
F2.4 Taxation (subject to
conditions set below)
NB: Exemptions in the
Management Accounting
paper and taxation will only
be considered if an applicant
has covered an equivalent
paper
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EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

iv. Bachelor of
Economics and
Finance

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.1 Business Mathematics and
Quantitative Methods

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions

F1.2 Introduction to Law (subject
to conditions set below)

S1.2 Principles of
costing

F1.3 Financial Accounting

S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

v. Bachelor of
Financial
Economics

F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship
Foundation Level 2:

Stage 2

F2.2 Economics and the Business
Environment

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F2.3 Information Systems
F2.4 Taxation (subject to
conditions set below)
NB: Exemptions in the
Management Accounting
and taxation paper will only
be considered if an applicant
has covered an equivalent
paper
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EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

vi. Bachelor of Arts
(Economics)

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

vii. Bachelor of
Science in
Economics and
Statistics

F1.1 Business Mathematics and
Quantitative Methods

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions

F1.3 Financial Accounting

S1.2 Principles of
costing

F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship

S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:

Stage 2

F2.2 Economics and the Business
Environment

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F2.3 Information Systems

S2.2 Managing costs
and cash flows.

viii. Bachelor of
Commerce
(Actuarial
Science)
ix. Bachelor of
Science (Actuarial
Science)

F2.4 Taxation (subject to
conditions set below)
NB:
i)
Exemptions in the
Management Accounting
paper will only be considered
if an applicant has covered an
equivalent paper
(ii)
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EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

ix. Bachelor of
Education (Arts)

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.3 Financial Accounting

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions
S1.2 Principles of
costing
S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:

Stage 2

F2.2 Economics and the Business
Environment

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F2.3 Information Systems

S2.2 Managing costs
and cash flows.

F2.4 Taxation (subject to
conditions set below)
(i)   Exemptions in the
Management Accounting
paper will only be considered
if an applicant has covered an
equivalent paper
(ii)

Graduates with a minor in
Information Technology,
as indicated on the degree
certificate, will also be
exempted in the Information
Systems paper
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QUALIFICATION
xii.

EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

Foundation Level 1:
Bachelor
of Science
F1.1 Business Mathematics and
(Management
Quantitative Methods
Science Option)

S1.2 Principles of
costing

F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship

S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:

Stage 2

F2.1 Management Accounting

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F2.2 Economics and the Business
Environment

S2.2 Managing costs
and cash flows.

F2.4 Taxation (subject to
conditions set below)
NB:
(i)   Exemptions in the
Introduction in Law and the
Taxation paper will only be
considered if an applicant
has covered an equivalent
paper or a paper with a
bias in taxation practice of
Rwanda.
(ii)
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S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions

F1.2 Introduction to Law (subject
to conditions set below)

F2.3 Information Systems
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Graduates with a minor in
Information Technology,
as indicated on the degree
certificate, will also be
exempted in the Information
Systems paper
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EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

xiii. Bachelor of
Purchasing and
Supply Chain
Management

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.2 Introduction to Law (subject
to conditions set below)

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions

F1.3 Financial Accounting

S1.2 Principles of
costing

F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship

S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:

Stage 2

F2.2 Economics and the Business
Environment

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F2.3 Information Systems

S2.2 Managing costs
and cash flows.

F2.4 Taxation (subject to
conditions set below)
NB:
(i)  	 Exemptions in the
Introduction in Law and the
Taxation paper will only be
considered if an applicant
has covered an equivalent
paper or a paper with a
bias in taxation practice of
Rwanda.
(ii)

Graduates with a minor in
Information Technology, as
indicated on the transcript/
degree certificate, will also be
exempted in the Information
Systems paper
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EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

xiv. Bachelor
of Business
Administration
(Management
Option) and
Bachelor
of Business
Management
(including
International
Business
Management)

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.1 Business Mathematics and
Quantitative Methods

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions

F1.2 Introduction to Law (subject
to conditions set below)

S1.2 Principles of
costing

F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship

S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:

Stage 2

xv.

F2.2 Economics and the Business
Environment

S2.1 Preparation of
basic accounts

F2.3 Information Systems

S2.2 Managing costs
and cash flows.

Bachelor
Commerce
(Marketing
Option)

F2.4 Taxation (subject to
conditions set below)

xvi. Bachelor
of Business
Information
Technology

NB:
(i)   Exemptions in the
Introduction in Law and the
Taxation paper will only be
considered if an applicant
has covered an equivalent
paper or a paper with a
bias in taxation practice of
Rwanda.

xvii. Bachelor of
Science in
Financial
Engineering

(ii)
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EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

xviii. Bachelor of
Science in
Mathematics
and Computer
Science

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.1 Business Mathematics and
Quantitative Methods

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions

F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship

S1.2 Principles of
costing
S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:
F2.3 Information Systems
xiii. Bachelor of
Science in
Mathematics

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.1 Business Mathematics and
Quantitative Methods

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions
S1.2 Principles of
costing
S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:
F2.3 Information Systems
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EXEMPTIONS

EXEMPTIONS

QUALIFICATION

CPA (R)

CAT (R)

xix. Bachelor of
Laws (LLB)

Foundation Level 1:

Stage 1

F1.2 Introduction to Law (subject
to conditions set below)

S1.1 Recording
financial
Transactions
S1.2 Principles of
costing
S1.3 Effective Working
in Accountancy
and Finance

Foundation Level 2:
F1.4 Business Management,
Ethics and Entrepreneurship
Intermediate Level:
I1.3 Company Law
NB:
(i)   Advocates of the High
Court of Rwanda, or those
who demonstrate sufficient
coverage of Financial
Accounting at degree level,
will also be considered for
exemption in the Financial
Accounting paper
(ii)

Applicants who have
undertaken papers in micro
and macro-economics at
degree level will also be
considered for exemption in
the Economics and Business
Environment paper

NB: Additional degrees will be incorporated as applications for exemptions are
received from students
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8.

Possible exemptions for holders of
other accountancy professional 		
bodies

Students of other accountancy professional bodies wishing to pursue ICPAR
professional qualifications will be eligible for exemption in equivalent papers
undertaken and passed in their respective qualification as per Table 4. This applies
also for full members and/or finalists.
Table 4: Possible exemptions for members of professional bodies
QUALIFICATION

EXEMPTIONS

ACCA (Association
of Chartered
Certified
Accountants)
Members or Fellow
Members

Foundation level 1
F1.1 Business Mathematics and Quantitative Methods
F1.2 Introduction to Law
F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management, Ethics and Entrepreneurships
Foundation level 2
F2.1 Management Accounting
F2.2 Economics and Business Environment
F2.3 Information Systems
F2.4 Taxation
Intermediate Level
I1.1 Managerial Finance
I1.2 Financial Reporting
I1.4 Auditing
Advanced level 1
A1.1 Strategy and Leadership
A1.2 Audit Practice and Assurance services only if applicant sat
and passed same paper in ACCA qualification
A1.3 Advanced Financial Reporting
Advanced Level 2
A2.1 Strategic corporate Finance only if applicant sat and passed
advanced financial Management in ACCA qualification
A2.2 Strategic Performance Management only if applicants sat
and passed advanced performance Management in ACCA
qualification

EXEMPTION
P

O

L

I

C

Y

FEBRUARY
2020

27

QUALIFICATION

EXEMPTIONS

CIMA (Chartered
Institute of
Management
Accountants)
Members or Fellow
Members

Foundation level 1
F1.1 Business Mathematics and Quantitative Methods
F1.2 Introduction to Law
F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management, Ethics and Entrepreneurships
Foundation level 2
F2.1 Management Accounting
F2.2 Economics and Business Environment
F2.3 Information Systems
Intermediate Level
I1.1 Managerial Finance
I1.2 Financial Reporting
Advanced level 1
A1.1 Strategy and Leadership
A1.3 Advanced Financial Reporting
Advanced Level 2
A2.2 Strategic Performance Management

CPA-K (Certified
Public Accountants
Kenya

Foundation level 1
F1.2 Introduction to Law
F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management, Ethics and Entrepreneurships
Foundation level 2
F2.1 Management Accounting
F2.2 Economics and Business Environment
F2.3 Information Systems
F2.4 Taxation
Intermediate Level
I1.1 Managerial Finance
I1.2 Financial Reporting
I1.4 Auditing
Advanced level 1
A1.1 Strategy and Leadership
A1.2 Audit Practice and Assurance services
A1.3 Advanced Financial Reporting
Advanced Level 2
A2.1 Strategic corporate Finance
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QUALIFICATION

EXEMPTIONS

CPA-U (Certified
Public Accountants
Uganda

Foundation level 1
F1.2 Introduction to Law
F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management, Ethics and Entrepreneurships
Foundation level 2
F2.1 Management Accounting
F2.2 Economics and Business Environment
F2.3 Information Systems
F2.4 Taxation
Intermediate Level
I1.1 Managerial Finance
I1.2 Financial Reporting
I1.4 Auditing
Advanced level 1
A1.1 Strategy and Leadership
A1.2 Audit Practice and Assurance services
A1.3 Advanced Financial Reporting
Advanced Level 2
A2.1 Strategic corporate Finance

CPA-T (Certified
Public Accountants
Tanzania

Foundation level 1
F1.2 Introduction to Law
F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management, Ethics and Entrepreneurships
Foundation level 2
F2.1 Management Accounting
F2.2 Economics and Business Environment
F2.3 Information Systems
F2.4 Taxation
Intermediate Level
I1.1 Managerial Finance
I1.2 Financial Reporting
I1.4 Auditing
Advanced level 1
A1.1 Strategy and Leadership
A1.2 Audit Practice and Assurance services
Advanced Level 2
A2.1 Strategic corporate Finance

NB: Exemptions for holders of other foreign professional qualifications other than
those mentioned in the table above shall be assessed on case by case basis.
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9.

Exemptions available for CAT 		
(Rwanda) graduates or students
Graduates with a full CAT qualification offered by ICPAR can apply for
exemption from the equivalent papers of the CPA(R) at the foundation
level/stage one and two provided the applicant completed the CAT
(Rwanda) qualification within five years of the application for the
exemption.
A student pursuing the CAT (Rwanda) course can only apply for
exemption from the CPA(R) papers if:
The student has sat and passed the equivalent paper under the
CAT qualification; and
The student applies for the CPA(R) exemption within five (5)
years of having completed the CAT equivalent paper; and
To apply for a CPA(R) exemption via the CAT-route, the applicant
shall submit a completed CAT member exemption online form.

Table 5: Exemptions for graduates of CAT (R) applying for the CPA (R)
qualification
QUALIFICATION

EXEMPTIONS

CAT (Certified Accounting
Technician)

Foundation level 1
F1.2 Introduction to Law
F1.3 Financial Accounting
F1.4 Business Management, Ethics and
Entrepreneurships
Foundation level 2
F2.1 Management Accounting
F2.2 Economics and Business Environment
F2.3 Information Systems
F2.4 Taxation
Intermediate Level
I1.4 Auditing

NB: The exempt candidates shall be allowed to combine Business Mathematics
and Quantitative Methods with non-exempt intermediate level papers
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10. Applicants with non-ICPAR 			
accredited degrees
Non-ICPAR accredited degree exemption applications shall be
considered on a case-by-case basis. To be eligible for an exemption in a
particular subject, the education program must meet both the syllabus
and subject requirements. The subject requirements detail the required
module types and grades that must be achieved over the course of the
degree, and students need to clearly demonstrate that they have covered
the entire syllabus requirements.
A student with a degree/course that is not on the approved list of the
accredited degrees/courses shall be required to apply for the ICPAR
exemptions using the non-accredited degree exemption form. This
application form contains more detailed information on how to complete
it. Any gaps in the completion of the form will lead to an automatic
rejection.

11. Applications and requirements for
exemptions
An applicant for exemption shall submit a completed application
pack using the templates and guidance obtained from the ICPAR
website.
Supporting documentation in hard copies may be submitted
through the ICPAR national offices, which will then be forwarded
to the ICPAR Exemptions Approvals Committee.
In order to complete the assessment, the ICPAR Exemptions
Approvals Committee must receive the following supporting
documentation:
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11.1. Mandatory documentation for students 		
applying for exemption
Hard copies of certified academic documents for the relevant
paper(s)
Recommendation letter by a member of ICPAR in good standing
(For holders of other Professional Accountancy Qualifications)
Under the mature age-entry route: the mandatory documents
shall include:
·

a mature-age entry certificate from a public university in
Rwanda; and

·

a letter(s) of recommendation from the current employer
and where applicable former employers confirming the
applicant’s work experience in the related areas for
a minimum of five (5) years in total to the date of the
application.

·

A student applying for the ICPAR exemption via the
mature-age entry route shall under-go an ICPAR
Competence Assessment (CA) whose certificate shall
be a mandatory document to support the exemption.

11.2. Mandatory documentation for institutions 		
seeking for exemption of their education 		
programs
Detailed programme structure/specifications, stating which
modules are core and optional
Syllabus details for all modules relevant to your application.
One copy of the most recent examination for all modules
relevant to your application.

11.3. Optional documentation for institutions seeking
for exemption of their education programs
Copy of the grade sheets to provide a breakdown of what each
grade or mark stands for.
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11.4. Other requirements for education institutions
11.4.1. Programme leader
ICPAR shall require contact details for the programme leader of
the education institution, or the member of staff responsible for
submitting the application. This will ensure the ICPAR Exemptions
Approvals Committee continues to make necessary further
contacts for any additional requirements or clarification of any
issues as may be determined.

11.4.2. Date of first graduates
ICPAR shall require the education institutions to provide it with the
date of the first graduates for which the assessment for exemption is
to be applied. ICPAR shall additionally need information as to whether
the students of the same cohort at the education institution will all
graduate at the same time. This is important information as it will allow
ICPAR’s exemption assessment to accommodate any students that
would otherwise miss out on their exemption entitlement if alternative
graduation dates were not given consideration. However, assessment
decisions for exemptions shall not be applied retrospectively to past
graduates of the education institution.

11.4.3. Pass marks
ICPAR recognises the internal module pass marks set by the
different education institutions from where students seeking
exemptions are graduating from.
In order that exemptions are correctly processed against students’
records at the time of their registration, ICPAR shall obtain details
of the respective education institution’s grades or codes used to
describe a module pass on a student’s academic transcript.
ICPAR shall not award exemption on the basis of a condoned or
compensated pass in any module that is specified as a requirement
for exemption from an ICPAR examination. This relates to those
occasions where:
a student is awarded a module pass even though the
programme requirements for a pass have not been satisfied
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A compensated pass has been awarded as a result of the overall
strength of a student’s performance.
ICPAR appreciates that students’ marks may be compensated
between the assessment elements of a module according the
education institution’s own regulations. In order for ICPAR to
award an exemption, the overall pass mark must be achieved for
each module that entitles the student to exemption from individual
ICPAR examinations.
Where double-unit modules are in use within an education
institute’s programme, ICPAR’s assessments for exemption for each
unit of a double module specified for exemption must be passed
“individually”. Where this is not indicated on the official academic
transcript, students may be required to provide a letter from the
education institution confirming that the overall pass mark was
achieved in each unit.

12. Supporting documents for the 		
exemption applications
A student applying to ICPAR for an exemption shall be required to provide
evidence that shows the student has completed or is student who has
passed a paper(s) of the accredited education programme and achieved
the required pass mark in the listed paper(s) or modules.
The applicant shall be expected to submit to ICPAR certified scanned
copies of their academic certificate and official transcript. ICPAR does not
require original documents as support documentation as ICPAR cannot
guarantee that the documents will be returned to the applicant. ICPAR
shall not accept responsibility for the loss of any documents.
The applicant shall upload the required documents as part of the online
ICPAR exemption application process or alternatively emailed to ICPAR.
Failure to submit the required documents or where the evidence provided
is insufficiently detailed, may lead to non-granting of an exemption.
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The ICPAR exemption form will detail the supporting documentation and
the minimum grades required for each exemption.
In support of an application where the qualification is not listed on the
ICPAR accredited education programs, the student applying shall be
required to submit scanned copies of the following documents:
i.

Full syllabus details for each module listed on the student’s
application (a module specification document). A student can
request this from the university he/she attended or found online
and will normally comprise of a two-page document.

ii. Copies of the final examination taken for each module listed
on the student’s application. A student can request this from
the university he/she attended. ICPAR will only require the final
exam and not a marking plan or model answer.
iii. ICPAR will not require lecture notes, PowerPoint slides and in
class quizzes.
iv. A student applying for exemptions shall not submit to
ICPAR drop box files, screen shots of documents and links
to documents. These cannot be considered as appropriate
evidence.

13. Feedback to applicants for 			
exemptions
13.1. Feedback on the pre-checks by ICPAR
ICPAR shall aim to provide the applicant with an indication as to
whether all necessary information has been received within five (5)
working days of receipt of application. If this turnaround is not possible
ICPAR will provide in writing an estimated date of completion upon
receipt of the full application.
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13.2. Feedback on full assessments by ICPAR
ICPAR shall aim to provide the applicant with a full outcome within
three (3) weeks of receipt of all necessary documentation. If this
turnaround is not possible ICPAR will provide in writing an estimated
date of completion.

13.3. Feedback of outcomes to applicant students
Outcomes for all assessments shall be made available on the
ICPAR online platform on its website. This is a useful tool which will
enable prospective ICPAR students to view the exemptions they
will be entitled to upon registration, or to plan their future module
choices to maximise their exemptions.

14. Modules which may be taken 		
within multiple programmes
ICPAR can award exemption from individual ICPAR examinations
based on an individual module or a group of modules. If a student of
programme other than that already approved for the ICPAR Exemption
Policy assessment is able to take the same module combinations as
the assessed programme, the student may also be able to benefit
from these exemptions.

15. Period of programme validation for
exemption
Where possible, ICPAR shall attempt to link its dates/period for
the education institution’s exemption accreditation to the internal
validation period set by the education institution. This ensures that
ICPAR’s period for the program accreditation extends to the full period
for which graduates are due to emerge from the programme and that
ICPAR’s future assessment coincides with the education institution’s
internal re-validation.
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ICPAR shall award Exemption Policy for a period covering up to
a maximum of five years or until the date of the next specified
re-validation exercise (whichever is sooner). In order to extend
Exemption Policy beyond the maximum five-year period, ICPAR
shall require the education institution to re- submit details of its
programmes for a new assessment, regardless of whether or not
there have been major changes to the programme. This will ensure
that ICPAR’s exemption information database remains as up to
date and as relevant as possible and takes into account changes
in ICPAR’s syllabus and exemption policies, as well as changes to
the education institute’s programme.

16. Updating of the ICPAR exemption
policy information
ICPAR shall work closely with education institutions to ensure the
education institution’s exempt policy information is maintained up
to-date with any significant programme changes both at ICPAR
and the education institution. Updating the database information
shall ensure that graduates from an education institution
registering with ICPAR receive appropriate recognition for their
prior learning and that they have exemptions awarded accurately
and without delay.
ICPAR shall conduct an annual accreditation exercise where it will
require the education institutions to provide an update regarding
their accredited programmes. Participation of the education
institutions in this exercise will be crucial to the continued
accreditation of education programmes of that institute towards
ICPAR’s exemptions.
ICPAR shall contact the education institutions in advance of expiry
of the accreditation period to request updated information.
It is important to ensure that all changes are recorded as part of
the annual accreditation exercise, including (but not restricted to)
changes to:
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module content
assessment methods, style or weighting
module titles or codes
Format and content of academic transcripts.
Lack of timely information to ICPAR about such significant changes
in the programmes of an education institution may result in students
being refused exemption upon registration with ICPAR.

17. Credibility of the examination 		
materials submitted to support the
exemption applications
ICPAR expects all examinations submitted for exemption
assessment to be unique to the education institution applying
under this exemption policy.
Upon receipt of an application ICPAR shall use specialist detection
software to ascertain if the education institution’s examinations
are in fact unique. Where ICPAR detects plagiarism, ICPAR shall
not proceed with an assessment of the education institution’s
programme until that institution has removed the plagiarized
questions.
ICPAR has made, and continues to make, significant investment
to develop its own relevant qualifications. In order to protect
the integrity and quality of the whole range of qualifications, all
aspects of ICPAR’s qualifications shall be protected by copyright.
ICPAR shall not permit, under any circumstances, the unauthorised copying, reproduction or translation of ICPAR’s
qualifications. ICPAR’s entire suite of qualifications remains the
intellectual property of ICPAR and should never be held out as the
intellectual property of another party.
Any attempt to copy, replicate or translate any aspect of ICPAR’s
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qualifications in full or part is an infringement of ICPAR’s intellectual
property rights and, as such, provides grounds for ICPAR to pursue
a claim for copyright infringement.

18. The ICPAR exemptions approval 		
committee
The ICPAR Exemptions Approval Committee shall be responsible
for the evaluation and approval of applications for exemptions
from both the students and institutions of higher learning. The
ICPAR Exemptions Approvals Committee is responsible for:
Formulation and approval of the information that will be
disseminated by ICPAR regarding ICPAR’s qualification
entry and exemption information.
Benchmarking of the ICPAR qualification programs
with similar education programs of other professional
qualifications to ensure consistency and fairness in the
application of ICPAR’s entry requirements and exemption
awards.
Formulation of ICPAR’s guidelines, requirements and
criteria (including syllabus, examinations and programme
standards), which govern the alignment of relevant
educational programmes managed by other educational
institutions.
Assessment of Exemption Policy applications from
students and educational institutions.
Provision of advice to educational institutions seeking
exemption of new programmes and aligned institutions
seeking further exemptions.
Review of all programme changes within exemption
of aligned programmes and maintenance of ICPAR’s
exemption calculator.
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Review of the performance of ICPAR’s exemption policy
and programme exemption policy assessments to
maintain appropriate levels of exemptions being awarded.
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